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= Hidin lowest dritts below the earliest stratum 
7 Of voleante tutal 


— Older than the beasts, the oldest Palacotherium; 
Older than the trees, the oldest Cryptoyaméa; 
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Older than the hills, those infuntile eruptions 
Of Harths epiderneis. 


EHo—Mio—Plia~— whatsoeer the “cene™ wus 
That those vacant sockhetsklled with awe and wondter— 
Whether shores Devonian or Silurian beaches— 


Tellus thy strange story! 


Orhas the Protessor slightly antedated 
Ay some thows an dy ears'thy adventonthis planet, 
Givin 9° thee an ar thats somewhat better hitted 
For cold-blooded creatures ? 


Wert thou true spectator of that mighty forest 
When above thy head the stately S¢gillaria 
Reared tts colimned trunks irnthatremateand distant 
Carbontlerous epoch tf 


» 


Tetl us of that seene—the dimand watery woodland 
Songless, silent, hushed,with never bird or insect, 
Vetled with sprea ding fronds andsereened with 

tall celwb-mosses, 
Lrycopodiaccea— 


When beside thee walked the solemn Plesiosaurws, 
Ana around thee crept the tes tive Lethyosaurus, 

While fron time ta time above thee flew and circled 

Cheerful Pterodactyts. 
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Tellus. of thy tood—those hall marine reflections, 


Crinoids onthe shell and Brachipods au naturel— 
Cuttle-tish towhich the preuvre of Victo r Hgo 
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Speak, thou awtul vestive of the Larth’s creation — 


Soltary fragment L Temas Orgrarze: 
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Tell the wondrous secrets of thy past existence—— 


——. Spea hk! thou oldest primate ! ae 


Hvenasl gazed athrill of the manxitla 

And a lateral movement ef the condyloid process, 

With postpliocene sounds of health Ly 792 aStication. 
Ground the teeth toyether. 


And, trom that tinpertect dental exhibition, 
Stained with expressed yurces ofthe weed Necotian, 


Cane these hollow accents, blent with 


Softer MUr7172 27K 


OF expectora tio72: 


'€ - - 
“Which 7Y TLAIRE US Bowers, certcd 
ey crust was busted 
Falling down « shatt,in Calaveras county, 


Buta take tt kindly tf yore d sendthepieces 
Home to old Missouri /” 
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